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gor more than nine decades, members of the American Legion Auxiliary have honored
the service of special veterans in their lives with a spirit of volunteerism and shared commit-
ment to serving all of American’s veterans and their families. This year, we have encouraged
our members to fire up their membership efforts by remembering and recognizing those
veterans from whom they earned their eligibility or were special in their lives. In support of
this initiative, we’ve encouraged all members to share their veterans’ stories and pictures.

We would like to display our veterans’ pictures at our Department convention this
year. Please send a picture (a copy) of your eligibility, with your name, address, Unit name
& number, include the veterans name and branch of service, to Membership Chairman Di-
ann O’Hara, 140 Jennifer Ct., Chatham, IL 62629-2020.

October / November, a lot of traveling but so enjoyable. | traveled to Indiana for
the President /Secretary meeting. It was educational. The Department Presidents were in-
terviewed by Vice President Peggy Thomas. That was an interesting visit.

| traveled to Minnesota for National President Kris Nelson’s Homecoming. They
took us on a tour and | saw parts of MN that | would never have seen if just visiting on my
own. This was a four day event and very busy each day.

| attended the 125th Anniversary Celebration for lllinois Veterans Home, Quincy,
the old “Soldier & Sailor Home.” It was nice to visit with the veterans, tour the grounds and
even get a tour of the museum on the grounds that | did not know was there. They also
have a building used for visitors to stay while visiting their sick veteran. Something like a
Fisher House or McDonald House.

| attended the Open House in Danville for the new Green House project. Two
homes were built on the old golf course grounds and each home will house ten veterans.
The veterans will have their own bedroom with bath and then they will share the living/
kitchen area. The homes will be fully staffed with medical teams around the clock. So nice
and the veterans will be from the Danville nursing home area for now. These are the First
Homes to be built so it is kind of like a dream come true for many.

| traveled to Arkansas for the Veterans Creative Arts Festival, where several of our
Illinois veterans participated in the activities and many volunteers helped get everything
accomplished for the final Veterans Day Show on Sunday. The American Legion Auxiliary
Department of lllinois was recognized as being one of the top contributors for Creative Arts
and a few lllinois veterans won ribbons for their entries. Congratulations to our veterans
and let’s keep the donations coming in for the Creative Arts program. It is worth all the
money spent on our veterans. The show was awesome. At times there was not a dry eye in
the place. A very moving and outstanding performance by all the veterans.
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November was “Gifts To The Yanks Who Gave” month, poppy money can be used for this program. Let’s remember
our veterans at Christmas with a donation to the Gifts To The Yanks program. Orders are coming in and will be filled soon.
Delivery will be in time for Christmas parties. Donations are accepted all year for this program.

| traveled to the 5" Division for the Egyptian Jamboree where an Eagle Scout donated a new sign for the Haven.
There is always good fellowship and story swapping and SHOPPING this weekend.

Caravans are over, what an enjoyable experience. Vice President Pat, Membership Chairman Diann and | would like
to thank everyone for your friendly smiles and welcoming us into your Districts. We thank you for the many courtesies ex-
tended to us. Keep working on Membership. It is what makes our organization strong. We are now going to be working hard-
er on membership as we are behind the Legion.

Come join us as we start the Christmas Gift Wraps, be sure to contact our Auxiliary Representatives to see what is
needed as they plan the facility's activities.

“Hats Off To Our Veterans” as we honor our eligibilities. “THANK YOU” to all the veterans for serving our Great Country
and for the freedom we enjoy each day!

At this time of year we look back and count our blessings, enjoy family gatherings and visit our home bound veterans and
Auxiliary members. “HAPPY HOLIDAYS!”

Diana Umdenstock, Department President

Chief Haberdasher & Hat Designer

“TIP QU HTS
10 OUI LEGISLATUIES
FOr OUr VETEIAN'S BENEFITS”

The Legislative offices of The American Legion and the American Legion Aukxiliary can lobby long and hard for veterans rights
to members of Congress, but if Congress is not hearing from their constituents, in support of these issues, the issues will not
be given priority over other issues. On the hill there is always competition among federal programs for limited dollars. We
need advocates for veterans' rights to keep the funding ready and available to help our veterans, military and their families.
Each legislator will be interested in individual points of view as veterans issues are on the forefront of the country's platform
due to the ongoing war, the possible cuts in the Department of Defense and the publicity regarding wounded warriors, just
to name a few. He/She will also be interested in a unique and personal view of a veteran or member of a veteran's family
and not least of all, because the legislative council member is a voter in his/her district.

We are looking for Auxiliary members who have a connection with either of the Senators or with their individual congress-
man. By joining each voice of the Legislation Council to the voices of our grassroots members we can make a difference
when we advocate for our veterans, their families and their communities. If interested, please contact the Department
Chairman, Pat Sienkiewicz at sienkiewicz385@comcast.net .

When contacting a Senator or Representative, keep to one subject per letter or conversation. Be sure you let them know
that you reside in their District. Keep a copy of your letter and a copy of any response you receive. Please forward these cop-
ies to the Department Chairman. Together we will continue to Honor Our Veterans as we Take our Hats Off for our Veterans.

Patricia Sienkiewicz

C

Legislative Chairman
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PLEASE NOTE:

There is a slight change to the back of the transmittal form. To prevent any delay and/or confusion in pro-

cessing previous year payments, there is now a separate box for transmitting these dues. Any previous year
payment must be written in the box on the bottom of form. The top box is designated for ONLY submitting

current year payments. If a member is paying both previous and current year dues her name must be in-

cluded in both boxes. **If you are submitting on old transmittal form — please make sure the year(s) you

are paying are clearly marked. If you have any questions, please contact me or Jennifer Grass at the Depart-
ment Office: 309-663-9366. Devin Barton
Department Membership Clerk

Department President’s Special Project

DATE
UNIT NAME AND NUMBER DISTRICT
Enclosed is a check for:
GIFTS TO THE YANKS WHO GAVE S
WOUNDED WARRIORS S
TOTAL S
MAIL WITH REMITTANCE TO:
American Legion Auxiliary CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

2011 Six Point Program Citations: To all Units who give to ALL points of the program with funds being received by
the Department Office on or before December 31, 2011

DATE
UNIT NAME AND NUMBER DISTRICT

TREASURE CHEST/HOSPITALITY FUND $
CANTEEN BOOKS $
FRESH FRUIT FUND $
CHRISTMAS GIFT SHOP S
EASTER GIFTS $
VA NURSING HOMES S

TOTAL S



mailto:sienkiewicz385@comcast.net

December 2011

ST
T
€T
K4’
17
o1
6
8
L

3

Q91 & l: =

Z m
S | D

m =

NS w

D N m

m Q y,v)
§Q

N —

Sp :

N #
S
8
o
)
3
35
o
N
a‘l
LP4
I3
§ § &
AN

8 [ z

: s =

< g m
S S X
5 8 (D
t::c\':'
*EL D
§.~<§2
g PR
< °~
3 B
z Fln
N
Ry
S

Q My wn

I b
8%
. [
L'y

N o

Q V)
<
o =

o [y o

3 m
®

g &
R

Q =

H < 3 >

Z P a —
28 R
Do S

o™ g y

Q m

§ =
m
Z

. ~

O q

%”

Page 14 - American Legion Auxiliary Today - Department of IL

ID3A INFYYND Buihnd (s)1aquian ATNO

"SpJ022J J1un JUnoA 4o} Adod D 23DW 2SDI|d "2SN 2UN4N4 U0J WJO SIYy} 24D21|dNp 25D 4-

"P24SI| 2JD {SuaquaW Mau 4da3x2} S #QT ||D 24NS HDW-

"422Ys S1Y4 U0 ATIVIILIGVHJTY 404 buiAod si yiun ayy suaquiaw Ty 4s17-

December 2011

"WRE SEADS NEEDED 0 HEAR OUR BARS!"

The Traveling trophies were awarded on October 31 to the following Division and District Presidents and Vice Presidents:
Division 3, President Norma Walker and Vice President Joan Baker; District 1 no President or Vice President; District 11, Pres-
ident Mary Coffey and Vice President Kathy Barton; District 14, President Carol Muilenburg and Vice President Donna Pindell;
District 18, President Rosie Rust and Vice President Nancy Ecker; and District 22, President Gloria Jancek and Vice President
Shirley Landolt. Congratulations. The next target date is December 24, Holiday Arrivals Celebration for 75%.

Any unit that is goal by November 11, 2011 will be put in a drawing for $25.00. As of the day I’'m writing this we have
16 goal Units. Keep up the good work. | hope to have more by the target date. Getting everyone to renew their membership
is a great way to “Honor Your Elgibility.”

As you heard on the Department Caravan, the National organization has targeted 21 Units in our Department that
had less than 10 members last year; they are now in jeopardy of having their charters pulled. These Units need our help. We
need to get at least 10 members in each of these Units or get their members to transfer their membership to another Unit. |
am asking for your help. | am including the Units by Unit number, city name and District information; and asking if you can
help save these members. If there is a Unit close to yours, please be in contact with them and encourage them to transfer
into your Unit. The Units are as follows:

Unit #488, Riverside, D5; Unit #145, Highland Park, D10; Unit #674, Ransom, D12; Unit #148, Savanna, D13; Unit #727, Onei-
da, D15; Unit #1151, Peoria, D16; Unit #1111, Peoria Heights, D16; Unit #948, Lafayette, D16; Unit #142, Minonk, D17; Unit
#428, Potomac, D18; Unit #1130, West Union, D18; Unit #545, Tallula, D20; Unit #897, Benald, D21; Unit #1057, Mt. Auburn,
D21; Unit #840, Clay City, D24; Unit #177, Zeigler, D25; Unit #331, Willisville, D25; Unit #406, Cairo, D25; Unit #900, McClure,
D25; Unit #514, Carbondale, D25; Unit #1277, Tamaroa, D25.

| hope you are using the “Welcome to Our Unit” packets that were distributed to Unit Presidents on Caravan. |
would like to know how they are working for your Unit so | can include it in my mid-year report. If your Unit did not get a
copy and you would like one, drop me a note with your name, Unit and address and | will mail one to you. My address is: 140
Jennifer Court, Chatham, IL 62629-2020.

Congratulations to our goal Units!

Unit #838, John H. Shelton, D5; Unit #232, Square, D8; Unit #52, Romeoville, D11; Unit #297, Dallas City, D14; Unit #484, New
Windsor, D14; Unit #1077, Ophiem, D15; Unit #546, Wood Hull, D15; Unit #452, Brimfield, D16; Unit #341, Atlanta, D17; Unit
#715, New Holland, D17; Unit #641, Roberts, D17; Unit #244, Sibley, D17; Unit #643, Ashkum, D18; Unit #432, Buckley, D18;
Unit #1922, State Police, D21; Unit #1167, South Roxana, D22.

Goose Egg Units: (not included in the list are those in jeopardy of losing their Charters)

Unit #1028, Central Park, D4; Unit #1039, Evzones, D5; Unit #623, Paul Revere, D5; Unit #46, Huerter-Wilmetter, D7; Unit
#50, Blue Island, D8; Unit #691, Midlothian, D8; Unit #276, Cary, D11; Unit #482, Union, D11; Unit #300, West Chicago, D11;
Unit #191, Wilmington, D11; Unit #1205, Wood Dale, D13; Unit #549, Earlville, D12; Unit #457, Seneca, D12; unit #1148, Leaf
River, D13; Unit #328, Morrison, D13; Unit #2004, Bushnell-Prairie City, D14; Unit #421, Port Byron, D14; Unit #202, Bellflow-
er, D17; Unit #848, Chestnut, D17; Unit #931, Towanda, D17; Unit #507, Bethany, D19; Unit #317, Oconee, D19; Unit #1038,
Royal, D19; Unit #725, Windsor, D19; Unit #632, Batchtown, D20; Unit #1210, Hillview, D20; Unit #1038, Kane, D20; Unit
#1984, Livingston, D22; Unit #702, Marine, D22; Unit #325, Germantown, D23; Unit #380, St. Peter, D23; Unit #1141, New
Haven, D24; Unit #596, Ridgway, D24; Unit #975, Dowell, D25; Unit #178, Villa Ridge, D25

The Mad Hatter

Diann O’Hara
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“VALENTI NES
DONATI ON

The Valentines for Vets Concert, featuring the Chi-Lites, will be held on Saturday, February 11", 2012, at 3pm, at the UIC Fo-
rum in Chicago. This event will thank our veterans through a celebration co-sponsored by VA Voluntary Service and Help
Hospitalized Veterans. Special recognition will be given to disabled Veterans, OEF/IOF Veterans and Gold Star Families at
the event. Jesse Brown VAMC, Capt. James A. Lovell FHCC and Hines VA Hospital are the local hosts, and need to raise ap-

proximately $30,000.00 to pay for the facility and related expenses. 100% of all donations go directly to providing this event.

ANY GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL INTERESTED IN MEETING THESE NEEDS WILL BE RECOGNIZED IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER, IN
ADDITION TO BEING HONORED IN THE OFFICIAL PROGRAM BOOKLET:

Bronze Donor> $500.00 — Certificate of donation
Silver Donor> $750.00 — Plaque
Gold Donor> $1,000.00 — Plaque and introduction on stage
Platinum Donor> $1,500.00 — Plaque, introduction on stage and an opportunity to meet the Chi-Lites

In addition to monetary donations, we are in need of catering for the talent as well as for the VIP reception for this event.
The event was a great success in 2010 and 2011, with your help we can hope to do even better in 2012!

Please contact Pat Gleason at 312/569-6334 or by email at patrick.gleason@va.gov or trent.ward@va.gov if you have any
questions pertaining to the needs for this exciting event.

Thank you for all your support,

9 ) @ Pat Gleason and the Voluntary Service team

Be a part of a new program that provides veterans a ride home after hospitalization. The DAV and Jesse Brown VAMC Vol-
untary Service have teamed up to provide this service, but the VETERANS NEED YOU to make it happen! Here’s how:

*Contact Jesse Brown Voluntary Service at 312/569-6109 or email patrick.gleason@va.gov or trent.ward@va.gov

*possess a current drivers’ license, insurance and a safe driving record

*must be available at least one day a week (Mon-Fri) from 8:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.
*complete the Voluntary Service application form and background check

*pass a routine physical (provided)

BENEFITS:

*help veterans when they are most in need — ‘doing the right thing’

*meet new people by volunteering

*lunch provided

COME IN AND JOIN A GREAT TEAM AND SUPPORT OUR VETERANS!
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This form is available online at Transaction Date:
—gwww.ilala.or Transaction #:
MIS: UNI'T MEMBERSHI P TRANSMI TTAL FORM
Pl ease duplicate this form for future us
Uni t Name Uni t #_
Dat e Di st #

LIST ONLY THE MEMBERS YOU ARE PAYI NG FOR ON
DO NOT LI ST PUFL6S OR PAI D UP TRANSFERI NG MEMI

Liaglmembers in Alphabetical order.
e |If they are a junior now paying senior dues please check
e |If the member is new please check the ANewo box.
e |I'f new member is a junior the birthdate is required and
eA Member | D# is required for everyone but new members | ea
e Any member transferricnogmpilnettog das fuerri ti nned sutd erdawe tah tr ans mi
ePl ease notAnyhmember paying a previous year must be writt
not include them in the top current year box unless they &
their name should be includedg memberhthap asdmbokedmfboxp:
box (top box) wildl be paid flom fAMreviuocusenYeagraBoyperplieasd e u
paying for.
e Everything wildl be returned to unit membeirnsahmeps cnhoati rlmasnt
payméhnbcompl et e Taoprp liifc aitnfoonrsmati on i s missing (member | D#6
forim)ncompl et e Jaoprp liifc aitnifoonrsmati on i s missing (member | D#6s
**Make a copy of completed Transmittal Form fo
AMERI CAN LEGI ON AUXI LI ARY ~ Department of (I

Department Headquarters
PO Box 1426

Bl oomington,42I6L 61702
30869366

Total SENIORS (New, transfers, & renewal s)

Tot al JUNI ORS ( New, transfers, & renewal s)

Enclosed Check # ___ _ __ __ Check Amt: _ _ _
DO NOT send members individual checks.
A check from the unit made payabhle to- Al A munst he <csent |
transmittal form. OFFI ¢lEOt al AmMmt:
OFFI CE: Refund________ Refund reason: _
Transmittal is short: $ Reason:

PLEASE PRI NT LEGI BLY: Person completing this Unit

Na me Addr ess


mailto:patrick.gleason@va.gov
mailto:trent.ward@va.gov
mailto:patrick.gleason@va.gov
mailto:trent.ward@va.gov
http://www.ilala.org/

Ameri can LeAgixdnd-i ar2012 Member shi pNBepmber 21,2011
District Division President Uni ts Goal
1 1 1 29

19 4 DEBRA LEWI S 36 3628
3 1 DOLORES O BROOKS 7 377
14 3 CAROL MUI LENBURG 20 1477
22 5 GLORI A JANCEK 38 20414
2 1 DONNA SKOUMAL 4 130
15 3 ANGELA M GOLI GHTLY 31 1898
17 4 ELSIE TIBBS 45 2741
16 3 TI NA L DUNGAN 34 2353
7 1 MARLENE RUSSELL 6 493
9 1 MARY COLLADO 8 857
4 1 GAIl LWYN STARR 11 672
8 1 CHRI'S ZARTUCHE 17 1172
20 3 MARY MCELFRESH 29 1368
18 4 ROSI E RUST 38 2250
11 2 MARY COFFEY 34 2918
21 4 LI NDA KI LMER 19 838
13 2 KAREN HELLER 27 1311
12 2 LI NDA M WARTSIEN 33 2733
5 1 DORI'S M HELEBRANDT 12 726
23 5 CARLA GI BSON 29 2910
10 2 RHONDA ELI A 14 1039
25 5 DONNA HORNI ACEK 25 1920
24 5 LI NDA TROUT 21 1570

Total: 539 37454
Unit 2910 375

State Totals 37829

Nati onal Percentage 38,796
3 NORMA WALKER 7096
4 RENETHA ATKI NSON 9457
1 KAREN ROSENQUI ST 4456
2 LI'LLI AN SEFFROOD 8001
5 MARCELLA SEAGRAVES 8444

DI ANN O' HARA

Depart ment

Member ship

ChairmanNational

Tot al units 540

Goal = 38,

Tot al
25
2621
271
1057
1456
91
1327
1907
1627
340
589
457
784
912
1499
1859
531
830
1681
441
1731
596
1083
630
24345
351
24696
24696
4923
6558
2998
4966
4900

86.
72.
71.
71.
71.
70.
69.
69.
69.
68 .
68 .
68.
66 .
66.
66 .
63.
63.
63.
61.
60.
59.
57.
56.
40.
65.
93.
65.
63.
69.
69.
67.
62.
58.

Goal

DI ANA UMDENSTOCK

Depart merPtresi dent

796

Me mb eGosa | %

21%
24 %
88 %
56 %
23 %
00 %
92 %
57 %
15%
97 %
73 %
01%
89 %
67 %
62 %
71%
37%
31%
51%
74 %
48 %
36%
41 %
13%
00 %
6 0%
28 %
66 %
38%
35%
28 %
07 %
03 %

Uni t s:

December 2011

spfeve Your HATS &g e STl

HAPPY HOLIDAYS from the Music Committee! We

are trying to make a few changes in the Music Programs this

year and are inviting all of the American Legion Auxiliary
members to take part. First of all, we want to thank you for
your participation in the past, and encourage you to keep
up the good work! There are those who don’t understand
what music has to do with the workings of a successful ALA
meeting. Let us remind you and encourage you to join us as
we begin another New Year!!

We are changing the music sheets this year by
dropping some of the older songs that we seldom use and
adding something new! We are asking that parodies sent to
us use a familiar and simple tune that can easily adjust to
new words. | have received several already that are short
catchy tunes and very usable! Music is an important part of
every program! Music is a “mood setter” as feelings are
changing whether it is with the environment or business
meetings, it is important and we need to keep “in tune”
with what is going on and being presented.

w o w

e RGN WMSP

OUT pon oyp vETERANS

Another very important part of our Music Program
is to share our talents with the Veterans in the VA’s, homes
or wherever they may be. We owe them such a debt of
gratitude for all they’ve given us. it is now our turn to give to
them! We have many talents among our senior and junior
members. Now it is our turn to give back to them! Have a
Happy, Busy New Year as we give our thanks to our Veter-
ans by sharing our talents and appreciation to them with
our visits and the music we can bring!

Una Copas
Judy Varga

Music Co-Chairmen

w K
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. . . . . . |
: Purpose: To honor Veterans for their service and sacrifice by promoting and educating all people of the Poppy’s history and |
| the financial benefit realized by our nation’s veterans as a result of its distribution. '

NATIONAL-LEVEL OBJECTIVES:

1. Promote/circulate the history of the poppy & significance of its distribution with the following Action Steps:

Distribute promotional poppy materials & let them know how the money collected is used.

Try to get out as many Public Service Announcements about Poppy’s as you can

Encourage participation in the Poppy Poster Contest

Create a local poster contest for children in K & 1st gr. to prepare them for future contests

Encourage participation in the Miss Poppy Contest
2 .Increase Poppy Revenues:

Encourage & educate all Units to participate in the Poppy Program to generate funds for the veterans

Partner with local businesses to gain more distribution opportunities & community awareness

Have resource material on hand during distribution

Utilize media outlets to publicize information about distribution & history of the Poppy

Encourage Departments to allow Units to distribute poppies many times throughout the year.



December 2011

NATIONAL PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES:
1. Poppy Poster Contest — refer to the REVISED 2011 ILLINOIS POPPY POSTER CONTEST RULES for information.
2. National & Department Miss Poppy Contest — refer to the Little Miss Poppy & Miss Poppy rules.

3. Poppy Usage Contest — The Poppy Usage Contest will be held at the Unit and Department levels only. There will not be a
National Poppy contest at Awareness Assembly. Please see your Department Poppy Chairman if you need information.

NATIONAL POPPY AWARDS:

At the Pre-Convention meeting, a gift will be presented by the national Poppy committee to the Unit Chairman in each Divi-
sion reporting the best Poppy program. The report should cover all areas of emphasis and any relevant information involving
program activity and your use of the Poppy during the year. The report should be in narrative form and not exceed 1,000
words. All entries must be postmarked by May 1st, 2012 and mailed to the Department Poppy Chairman.

DEPARTMENT DIVISION POPPY CHAIRMEN & SEMINAR DATES:

Chairmen:

1% Div: Carol Kubanda 1050 N. Taylor Ave. Oak Park, IL. 60302  Ph: 708-383-3397

2" Div: Jan Martinka 13485 S. Silverleaf Road Plainfield, IL. 60544 Ph: 815-372-2656

3" Div: Susan Mobley 117 E. Birchwood St. Morton, IL. 61550 Ph: 309-266-7789

4™ Div: Suzann Lolling 707 W. Feldman Terrace, Lot #2 Lincoln, IL. 62656 Ph: 217-732-1966
5" Div: Beverly Sheley 1509 11" St.  Lawrenceville, IL. 62439  Ph: 618-943-6291

Seminars:

1% Division — No Seminar

2" Division — March 11'2012 at Leaf River
3", Division — March 18, 2012 at Pittsfield
4™ Division — March 11, 2012 at Stoneington
5™ Division — April 1, 2012 at Chester

Ladies,
Please read all information concerning the Poppy as there are changes in all Poppy rules and contests.

| have also changed the annual Unit and District Report to 1 page, this is to reflect the information that National wants to
know and covers our Department Awards. We are all volunteers and | want us to be able to spend more time with the Veter-
ans and not doing paperwork! We also need to make EVERYDAY Poppy Day!

If you need anything at all please don’t hesitate to contact me,
Sisters in Service,

Tammie Mathis

Department Poppy Chairman
2283 Triad Road

St. Jacob, 1. 62281
618-644-8173
mathisracing@hometel.com

Page 6 - American Legion Auxiliary Today - Department of IL

December 2011




December 2011

Page 10 - American Legion Auxiliary Today - Department of IL

December 2011

POPPY ORDER FORM 7

THE AMERICAN LEGION - DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS - POPPY COMMITTEE
=*PLEASE SUBMIT A PHONE NUMBER ***

DIVISION DISTRICT
+~[MPORTANT - PLEASE PRINT ***

ORDER SUBMITTED BY ORDER TO BE SHIPPED TO
DT — — e —
R Foie 775 @07
7E] =] T —

ITEM QUANTITY AMOUNT
POPPIES - $135.00 Per Thousand 3
POPPIES - $145.00 Per Thousand |++5) TH DIVISION ONLY** 3
POSTERS - $1.50 each §
CLUB CARDS - N/C
CAN LABELS - NIC
RECOGNITION CITATION - N/C
BOOK MARKERS - N/C

Make All Checks Payable To: The American Legion, Dept of [llinoia TOTAL

Do NOT send cash !
CREDIT CARID#

CHECE ONLY ONE: ws&D MCD ALBD Drscwi:l CI{EC:I.I:I CHECK #

Credif Card Exp. Date Credit Card Holder Signature

Please bring this Mail this order to: Division 1: Send all orders to

order form when Tglfﬁ:l“ncztnrll:m Department for Proceszing.
picking up vour PC ommittes FEY

Poppies at the P.0. Box 2010 Divisions 2.3, 4 & 5:; Orders
DIVISION POPPY Bloomington, IL 81702 may be sent to your Division
SEMINARS 300/E83-0381 Chairman for procescing.

SIGNATURE OF PERS0N REQUESTING THIS ORDER DATE
ALL POPPIES ARE ASSEMBLED BY ILLINOIS HOSPITALIZED VETERANS
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We are now half way through the year and | do hope all the PERSONAL AWARDS

Units, Districts and Divisions have started their histories. Our To the Runner-up of the Best Unit History

National Historian Diane Harley is following the theme of our To the Runner-up of the Best District History

National President —Honoring There Service. To the Runner-up of the Best Division History

Remember each Unit, District and Division is to send a history

to be bound and placed in the Department Headquarters. | BE SURE TO FOLLOW ALL THE RULES AND MEET THE DEADLINE
will be looking forward to reading all the histories and learning DATES! The rules for the history will be found on-line, if you
what each level has done this year. need a copy call Department and they will be happy to send

you a copy of the History rules. Send all histories to Pat Kow-
Veterans History Project — National has encouraged the Units alski, 238 Tilbury Ln, Wheeling, IL. 60090-6610 by June 10,

to participate in the Veterans History Project. Help your jun- 2012.

iors with this project. The information for the Veterans Histo-

ry Project will be found at http://www.loc.gov/vets/kit.html. It would be wonderful to receive all 24 Districts and 5 Division
Histories to exit the year with hats filled with all the wonderful

DEPARTMENT AWARDS and exciting memories we have made throughout 2011-2012.

PRO-BOWLERS Plaque — to the Best Unit History
RAMONA'’S INDIANS Plaque —to the Best District History
BASKETBALL SHOOTERS Plaque—-to the Best Division History ) Pat Kowalski

Department Historian

DEPARTMENT AWARDS FOR JUNIORS
(Rules are printed in the Junior Activities Bulletin)
DOTS’S APPLE DUMPLING GANG Plaque — Best District Junior

History

RAE SHAW’S Plaque- Best Unit Junior History, Class | — Age 1-
13

IRENE’S EAGLETTES Plaque — Best Junior Unit History Class Il —
Age 14-17

May you have the gift of faith, the blessing of
and the peace of his love at Christmas and al

Brenda Rettke
Devin Barton
Jennifer Grass
Karen Boughan

KLETJS TAKE OUR HATS OFF
TO SERVE THE VETERANS WI TH PL

Have you checked out the web sites for the Department of Illinois and the National Auxiliary e-news? Have you checked out FACE-
BOOK? If any Unit has set up a Page on FACEBOOK, please let me know. Have your Juniors help set up a Units Page on Facebook.

As we are in POD’s this year, the publicity is part of the Membership Development. Please make your Unit aware of the projects
that are part of this POD.

| hope you are using the 5W’s in your publicity along with the information that was in November’s Newsletter. Remember to
publicize the American Essay Contest and the Oratorical Contest. Also write articles about the eleven different scholarships that
the Auxiliary has to offer. GET THE WORD OUT! Did your Unit take treats to the schools for Education Week? Did your Unit host a
Halloween Party for the children? Did you help with a Veteran’s Day event? Did members greet a soldier coming home or a Veter-
an returning from an Honor Flight? Has your Unit visited Veterans in a nursing home or furnished goodies for the Bingo Parties?
Did members help with the Christmas Gift Wraps? GET THE WORD OUT if your Unit was involved in any of these activity or other
activities in your area.

Department President Diana will enjoy reading about all your Unit’s activities, so PLEASE send articles to me NOW!!! | have re-
ceived some but | know there must be a lot more Unit, County, District and maybe even Division articles in the newspapers. Also
remember to send me your flyers and computer related correspondence.

Publicity is a very important part of our organization. You know what your Unit activities are, so let’s get the information into
the newspapers so the public knows what the American Legion Auxiliary in your area is involved in.

I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy Holiday Season.

Linda Vercler
Public Relations
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02/11-02/12: Lincoln Pilgrimage — Springfield, IL

03/16—-03/17: Patriotic Conference
Double Tree Hotel & Conference Center — Bloomington, IL

04/14-04/15: Junior Conference
Double Tree Hotel & Conference Center — Bloomington, IL

hope
ways.


http://www.loc.gov/vets/kit.html

